
Proposal to lower the age range of nursery entry age from 3 years to 2 years from 

September 2021 to enable a limited number of places for 2 year old provision.  

 

Frequently Asked Questions  

We know that you may have questions regarding the proposal to lower the age range to allow 

2 year old provision. We have tried to answer the questions that we feel may arise. If you have 

anything else you would like to ask please email kturnbull@rydal.swiftacademies.org.uk under 

the title: Nursery Consultation. 

 

How many 2 year old places will nursery offer?  

Initially we will offer up to 12 places for 2 year olds. This will slightly reduce the total number 

of places offered in nursery from 78 places for our 3 and 4 year olds to 75 places for 2, 3 and 

4 year olds.  

Where will the 2 year old provision be based?  

In our extensive, existing nursery department. 

I have a child at the Rydal Academy, will this affect their education?  

The proposed lowering of the age range will benefit the quality of education offered to children 

at the Rydal Academy by allowing us to work with families and children earlier. School facilities 

may be used by the nursery but never to the detriment to the main school pupils.  

Do nursery children get preferential admission to Reception? 

Yes. Criterion (v) of the school’s admission policy is ‘Children from the Rydal Academy nursery 

– children who are on roll at and have attended the Rydal Academy nursery for a minimum of 

one term. This consultation will not alter the school’s admissions policy. 

Will the proposal have any impact on the school’s admission arrangements?  

No, there will be no impact on the school’s admission arrangements (however there will be a 

change in the nursery admissions arrangements, see attached). 

Other local providers currently offer places for 2 year olds, why do we need to have them at 

our nursery? 

It is estimated there are 640 eligible 2-year-olds living in Darlington, currently there are 95 

providers offering this provision. In summer 2019, the take up rate of funded places was 92% 

with 66% of children in a private day nursery, playgroup or with a childminder, and 34% of 

children in schools. The LA supports proposals to increase the number of 2 year old places in 

schools. 

Why are we consulting?  

In line with DfE guidance we wish to seek the views of all affected stakeholders. 

What are the next stages in the process?  

Responses will be received throughout the consultation period which ends at 9am on Monday 

15th February 2021. These will be analysed and the school will publish the outcome on its 

website.  



How can I respond to this consultation?  

We welcome your feedback. Please email kturnbull@rydal.swiftacademies.org.uk under the 

title: Nursery Consultation. The consultation will run for 6 weeks from Monday 4th January 

2021, ending on Monday 15th February 2021.  

Is it too early to send my 2 year old to nursery? 

The 2-year-old free early education and childcare strategy is based on clear evidence which 

shows that involvement in high quality early education can lead to better educational and 

social outcomes for all children, with particular benefits for children from disadvantaged 

backgrounds. A third of children are still not achieving a good level of development at age five. 

In 2019 the national achievement gap between the lowest attaining 20% of children and the 

average was 32.4% and has been widening since 2016. By providing this offer schools and 

settings will support the improvement of social and educational outcomes and create a positive 

impact on children and parents.  

Would the nursery be offering wrap around care?  

No, there are no plans to at the moment but this could be revised depending on demand. 

How do I check my eligibility for a funded place? 

It’s very simple. Visit https://www.darlington.gov.uk/education-and-learning/early-years-and-

childcare/free-early-education?mode=EY with your national insurance number. Once your 

eligibility has been confirmed the funding lasts until your child’s 3rd birthday. There is no need 

to re-check eligibility if your circumstances change. 

How do I register my interest for my 2 year old?  

If following consultation and an application to the Department for Education to lower the age 

range of entry to nursery to 2 years is granted, we will write to parents to confirm the application 

process.  
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