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Introduction 
 
At The Rydal Academy we believe that homework is any learning activity that pupils 
undertake outside of school lesson time, either on their own or with the support of family 
members or school staff. At our school, homework encompasses a wide variety of activities 
instigated by teachers and parents/carers to support the children's learning.  
 
Research evidence 
 
The current research findings in this area suggest that children’s achievement is positively 
affected by completing homework in primary school. However, the research also 
acknowledges that the positive difference that homework makes to attainment and progress 
can be small. The Education Endowment Foundation currently lists the additional progress 
achievable via accessing homework as ‘2 months’. This means that individuals can add the 
equivalent of two months of progress to their current attainment level if completing 
homework regularly.  
  
‘There is a relatively consistent picture that pupils in schools which give more homework 
perform better, although for primary age pupils the difference is small. However, there are 
only a small number of studies which have investigated whether this relationship is due to 
the homework itself, rather than other school factors. These studies compare classes where 
homework is introduced to similar classes where homework is not given. They tend to show 
that homework can be beneficial, but this finding is less secure than the first, because of the 
smaller number of studies and the quality of the evidence.’  
Education Endowment Foundation (EEF), 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-
toolkit/homework-primary/ (website last updated 31st January 2018) 
 
In the same summary article, the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) also explains:  
‘The broader evidence base suggests that short focused tasks or activities which relate 
directly to what is being taught, and which are built upon in school, are likely to be more 
effective than regular daily homework’.  
 
As a school, we have taken the above research findings in to consideration; re-shaping our 
homework offer in the process.  
 
Our rationale for homework: 

• To consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school, and to allow children to 
practise skills taught in lessons. 

• To support pupils in maintaining and developing the skills of an independent learner. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/homework-primary/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/homework-primary/


 

 

• To promote cooperation between home and school in supporting each child's 
learning. 

• To enable aspects of the curriculum to be further explored independently. 

• To provide further educational experiences not possible in school. 
 

We know that homework can play a positive role in the areas above. However, we also 
acknowledge the importance of role of play and free time in a child's growth and 
development. While homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in 
the activities of various out-of-school clubs and of other organisations that play an important 
part in the lives of our pupils. We are well aware that children spend more time at home than 
at school, and we believe that they develop their interests and skills to the full only when 
parents/carers encourage them to make maximum use of the opportunities available outside 
school lessons. 
 
We accept that not every activity will capture children and parents’ imagination and that 
weekends can sometimes be busy. We believe that homework should be enjoyable and 
manageable for all concerned and that if it becomes a chore/burden/source of conflict it 
ceases to be a constructive aspect of teaching and learning. We do not specify amounts of 
time that must be spent on a task, preferring individual children and families to set their own 
routines. However, individual teachers are more than happy to give advice.  
 
We hope that the children are motivated by positive incentives given and by the tasks 
themselves; children are not punished if they fail to complete the work. However, teachers 
will try to promote homework throughout the year and will discuss homework completion with 
parents during parental pupil consultations and/or when they feel additional access to 
homework would be beneficial for a specific area of children’s learning  
 
Types of homework 
 
Staff and pupils regard homework as an integral extension of the curriculum. It is planned 
and prepared alongside all other programmes of learning and is high quality.  
 
The two activities in bold below are the required homework we expect all children to 
complete every week. All other activities are actively encouraged weekly but they are 
optional.  
 

• Listening and language packs are available daily for Nursery children. 

• Nursery rhymes to learn with family members go home weekly to all Nursery children.  

• Talk Boxes (containing practical activities to be enjoyed by parents and children together) 
are available from Nursery through to Year 6. 

• ‘Read to me’ books are available to Early Years and KS1 children weekly (books with are 
read to children by parents/carers). 

• English speaking packs (to support children and families in learning the English 
language) are available to all pupils who speak English as a second language.  

• All children through Reception to Year 6 take a reading book home each night and 
read an appropriate amount of text based on their age and ability.  

• In Years 2 – Year 6 all children receive weekly spellings to practice at home.  

• In Years 1 – 6 optional homework tasks, incorporating all areas of the curriculum, are 
available for parents and children to view via our curriculum subject pages - 
https://rydal.swiftacademies.org.uk/curriculum/subjects/ 

• In Reception – Year 6 all children have access to online learning platforms appropriate to 
their age (English - Reading Eggs/Eggspress, Mathematics – Mathletics/Mathseeds, 
Science – Developing Experts). 

https://rydal.swiftacademies.org.uk/curriculum/subjects/


 

 

• In Year 6 additional, targeted homework is given throughout the year to support individual 
children in revising for their SATs tests.  

• We also have a wide range of afterschool clubs which offer weekly learning experiences 
across the entire breadth of the curriculum.  

 
Marking of homework 
 
Homework completed well will be acknowledged and praised verbally, points may also be 
awarded. Homework of exceptional quality will be shared with the rest of the class. It may 
also be displayed in the classroom and viewed and praised by the relevant subject leader, 
phase leader and/or members of the Senior Leadership Team.  
 
Inclusion and homework 
 
We recognise that children have individual academic abilities and skills as well as different 
resources at home. This means that we understand that tasks can be completed 
successfully in a number of different ways. We ensure that all tasks set are open ended and 
appropriate to the abilities of the children. We endeavour to adapt any task set so that all 
children can contribute in a positive way. We value and celebrate the cultural diversity of our 
pupils and their families, and we appreciate the enrichment that this brings. 
 
The role of parents and carers 
 
Parents and carers have a vital role to play in their child's education, and homework is an 
important part of this process. We ask parents and carers to encourage their child to 
complete the optional homework tasks that are set as well as the required homework tasks 
(daily reading and spelling practice). 
 
We invite parents and carers to help their children as and when they feel it to be necessary 
and to provide them with the sort of environment that allows children to do their best.  
 
Parents and carers can support their child by providing a good working space at home, by 
enabling their child to visit the library regularly, and by discussing the work that their child is 
doing. The ‘Read to me’ books in Early Years and KS1 and the talk boxes available from 
Nursery - Year 6 also aim to support parents in engaging in meaningful learning 
conversations with their children.  
 
If parents and carers have any questions about homework they should contact their child's 
class teacher in the first instance and then the Curriculum Lead. 
 
Use of the internet for homework 
 
A copy of the school’s Internet Safety policy is available from the school office and may also 
be found on the school website. Each child’s safety is paramount in all matters regarding use 
of the internet and we advise parents and carers to always supervise their child’s access to 
the internet. 
 
Monitoring and review 
 
Our homework policy will be reviewed annually by the Curriculum Lead in consultation with 
teaching staff. This review will take into consideration parental views gathered through the 
annual questionnaire to parents. This policy will be brought before the Local Governing Body 
for approval. 
 


